Youth Service Bureau Laws and Regulations

State Board of Education § 10-19m

Sec. 10-19m. (Formerly Sec. 17a-39). Youth service bureaus. Annual report.
Regulations. (a) For the purposes of this section, "youth™ means a person from birth to
eighteen years of age. Any one or more municipalities or any one or more private youth-
serving organizations, designated to act as agents of one or more municipalities, may
establish a multipurpose youth service bureau for the purposes of evaluation, planning,
coordination and implementation of services, including prevention and intervention
programs for delinquent, predelinquent, pregnant, parenting and troubled youths referred
to such bureau by schools, police, juvenile courts, adult courts, local youth-serving
agencies, parents and self-referrals. A youth service bureau shall be the coordinating unit
of community-based services to provide comprehensive delivery of prevention,
intervention, treatment and follow-up services.

(b) A youth service bureau established pursuant to subsection (a) of this section may
provide, but shall not be limited to the delivery of, the following services: (1) Individual
and group counseling; (2) parent training and family therapy; (3) work placement and
employment counseling; (4) alternative and special educational opportunities; (5)
recreational and youth enrichment programs; (6) outreach programs to insure
participation and planning by the entire community for the development of regional and
community-based youth services; (7) preventive programs, including youth pregnancy,
youth suicide, violence, alcohol and drug prevention; and (8) programs that develop
positive youth involvement. Such services shall be designed to meet the needs of youths
by the diversion of troubled youths from the justice system as well as by the provision of
opportunities for all youths to function as responsible members of their communities.

(c) The Commissioner of Education shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 54, establishing minimum standards for such youth service bureaus
and the criteria for qualifying for state cost-sharing grants, including, but not limited to,
allowable sources of funds covering the local share of the costs of operating such
bureaus, acceptable in-kind contributions and application procedures. Said commissioner
shall, on December 1, 1979, and annually thereafter, report to the General Assembly on
the referral or diversion of children under the age of sixteen years from the juvenile
justice system and on the referral or diversion of children between the ages of sixteen and
eighteen years from the court system. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, the
number of times any child is so diverted, the number of children diverted, the type of
service provided to any such child, by whom such child was diverted, the ages of the
children diverted and such other information and statistics as the General Assembly may
request from time to time. Any such report shall contain no identifying information about
any particular child.

Sec. 10-19n. (Formerly Sec. 17a-40). State aid for establishment and expansion of
youth service bureaus. To assist municipalities and private youth-serving organizations
designated to act as agents for such municipalities in establishing, maintaining or



expanding such youth service bureaus, the state, acting through the Commissioner of
Education, shall provide cost-sharing grants, subject to the provisions of this section for
(1) the cost of an administrative core unit and (2) the cost of the direct services unit
provided by such youth service bureau. No state grant shall be made for capital
expenditures of such bureaus. All youth service bureaus shall submit a request for a grant,
pursuant to this section and sections 10-19m and 10-190, on or before May fifteenth of
the fiscal year prior to the fiscal year for which such grant is requested.

Sec. 10-190. (Formerly Sec. 17a-40a). Youth service bureau grant program. (a) The
Commissioner of Education shall establish a program to provide grants to youth service
bureaus in accordance with this section. Only youth service bureaus which were eligible
to receive grants pursuant to this section for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, or
which applied for a grant by June 30, 2006, with prior approval of the town's contribution
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, shall be eligible for a grant pursuant to this
section for any fiscal year commencing on or after July 1, 2006. Each such youth service
bureau shall receive a grant of fourteen thousand dollars. The Department of Education
may expend an amount not to exceed two per cent of the amount appropriated for
purposes of this section for administrative expenses. If there are any remaining funds,
each such youth service bureau that was awarded a grant in excess of fifteen thousand
dollars in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1995, shall receive a percentage of such funds.
The percentage shall be determined as follows: For each such grant in excess of fifteen
thousand dollars, the difference between the amount of the grant awarded to the youth
service bureau for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1995, and fifteen thousand dollars shall
be divided by the difference between the total amount of the grants awarded to all youth
service bureaus that were awarded grants in excess of fifteen thousand dollars for said
fiscal year and the product of fifteen thousand dollars and the number of such grants for
said fiscal year.

(b) In order for a youth service bureau to receive the full amount of the state grant
determined pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, a town shall contribute an amount
equal to the amount of the state grant. A town shall provide not less than fifty per cent of
its contribution from funds appropriated by the town for that purpose, and the remaining
amount in other funds or in-kind contributions in accordance with regulations adopted by
the State Board of Education in accordance with chapter 54.

(c) Any funds remaining due to a town's failure to match funds as provided in subsection
(b) of this section shall be redistributed in accordance with the provisions of this section.
The State Board of Education shall adopt regulations in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 54 to coordinate the youth service bureau program and to administer the grant
system established pursuant to this section and sections 10-19m and 10-19n.

Sec. 10-19p. (Formerly Sec. 17a-41). Assistance to youth service bureaus. The
Department of Education shall provide grant management services, program monitoring,
program evaluation and technical assistance to such state-aided youth service bureaus,
and the commissioner may assign or appoint necessary personnel to perform such duties,
subject to the provisions of chapter 67.






